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Miyagi is the nearest prefecture to the epicenter of the Great East Japan Earthquake. Overall, we examined patients during 25 visits to 15 shelters in 11 emergency districts (solid circles) on 15 separate days between April 15 and May 29, 2011.
Research
Brief Report of these institutions were too damaged to function. Although determined local and Tohoku University ophthalmologists were able to access the stricken areas by car, emergency shelters numbered in the hundreds and were spread across a vast area. The quality and number of examinations possible under the circumstances were therefore limited. However, the Mission Vision Van, a mobile ophthalmologic examination van owned by the Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, Miami, Florida, revolutionized the situation. The van has all the key equipment of a general ophthalmology clinic and is capable of providing examinations similar to those within the clinic. After generously being offered use of the Mission Vision Van at no monetary cost, we obtained the van in Sendai approximately 1 month after the disaster.
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Methods
We analyzed clinical data on patients and determined the distributions of age, sex, chief complaints, and diagnoses, as well as the number of eyedrops, eyeglasses, and contact lenses prescribed. We report details on the uses of the mobile clinic and the ophthalmologic examinations performed with it in the disaster-stricken areas of the Miyagi Prefecture. This retrospective study was approved by the institutional review board of the Graduate School of Medicine, Tohoku University (Protocol No. 2013-1-94).
Results
In total, we provided ophthalmologic care to 731 patients (men, 259; women, 472; age range, 0. (Table) . Of the 914 diagnoses we identified, 358 (39.2%) were refractive disorders, including myopic astigmatism (23.0%), hyperopic astigmatism (2.2%), and presbyopia (14.0%), which were the most common ocular diseases. Other disorders included 155 (17.0%) cataracts, 106 (11.6%) dry eye, and 73 (8.0%) infectious diseases, such as conjunctivitis (Table) . Overall, we provided emergency prescriptions for 871 bottles of eyedrops, including 222 prescriptions (25.5%) for dry eye, 189 (21.7%) for cataracts, and 107 (12.3%) for glaucoma.
Discussion
We initially believed that ocular infectious diseases would be aggravated in the stricken areas by the environment of the emergency shelters, but this was a relatively minor concern and there was less need for antibacterial eyedrops than we expected. 5, 6 Problems related to preexisting ocular conditions were more severe than we expected because of the loss of eyeglasses, CLs, and eyedrops. As a result, we now believe that refractive care and eyedrop replacement are the primary concerns in such situations and recommend that an auto lens edger be considered an essential part of emergency mobile eye clinics.
Conclusions
We found that the mobile clinic was an indispensable way of providing ophthalmologic examinations and support to the stricken areas of Miyagi Prefecture after the Great East Japan Earthquake. Thus, we believe that mobile eye care vans will be of great importance in future natural disasters. On March 17, 2013, the government of Miyagi Prefecture presented the Miyagi Ophthalmologists Association with a dedicated mobile eye care van (the Japanese Vision Van) for use in future disasters. a Some patients had more than 1 chief complaint and diagnosis.
